MEN OF POWER
come to hand. Then I compared my Spectator with
the original, discovered some of my faults, and cor-
rected them.
Another method is to take stories and tell them in
verse, ''since the continual occasion for words of the
same import, but of different length, to suit the meas-
ure, or of different sound for the rhyme" puts him
under the necessity of searching for variety. After
he has told the story in verse, he lays it aside a few
days; and, coming to it fresh, he puts it back into prose,
often discovering that he has made certain improve-
ments on the original. By such lessons, self-assigned
and self-taught, night after night and on Sundays, he
seeks to develop a capacity to express himself exactly
and gracefully. For he is "extremely ambitious," he
says, uto come in time to be a tolerable English writer."
The next scene reveals him carrying this self-
discipline a step further. Knowing that his school
days are over and that he has, as yet, only a smattering
of education, he determines to acquire more. Among
his friends are one or two who have small libraries
from which they are willing to lend him a few books.
His problem is how to find the spare time to read them
and the spare cash to buy some for himself. Having
read of the benefits to purse and health of a vegetable
diet, he goes to his brother James with this proposition:
"James," he says in effect, "you are now paying me so
much for rny board. If you will give me half that
amount I will board myself." To this James instantly
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